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Spiritual formation--the cultivation of a relationship with God--lies at the heart of what it means to be a
Christian in the body of Christ. But with the rise of diverse spiritual practices, from Zen meditation to outof-body experiences, the idea of spirituality has become watered down by postmodern culture. Christian
spirituality, on the other hand, embraces devotion to the triune God, abiding in Christ, the pursuit of
holiness, and the cultivation of virtues. But what exactly falls within the scope Christian spirituality? This
volume of the Counterpoints series focuses on the Church’s search for spiritual identity, meaning, and
significance as interpreted by four of the major Christian traditions: Eastern Orthodoxy – represented by
Bradley Nassif Roman Catholic – represented by Scott Hahn Progressive Protestant – represented by Joseph
Driskill Evangelical - represented by Evan Howard The Counterpoints series presents a comparison and
critique of scholarly views on topics important to Christians that are both fair-minded and respectful of the
biblical text. Each volume is a one-stop reference that allows readers to evaluate the different positions on
a specific issue and form their own, educated opinion.
Biblical Spirituality - Christopher W. Morgan 2019-06-24
What is spirituality? For some, it means nothing more than vague self-improvement pulled from the latest
best-selling self-help book. For others, it refers to some generic religious practice. Shedding life-giving light
on what often remains ill-defined and unclear, this book sets forth a vision of biblical spirituality—“a
renewed sense of the momentousness of being alive in God’s world as God’s people are led by God’s Spirit
through God’s Word unto godly, Christlike character.” With careful exegetical work and theological
reflection, the contributors—pastors and scholars such as Christopher W. Morgan, Paul R. House, Nathan
A. Finn, and Gregg R. Allison—address spirituality from the perspective of the Bible, exploring topics such
as the Trinity, divine sovereignty and human responsibility, the “already” and “not yet,” and the church.
This book also addresses practical questions about spirituality related to the workplace, disciplines of the
body, and more.
The Act of Bible Reading - Gordon D. Fee 1996-04-22
Elmer Dyck and Regent College faculty members combine insights and expertise to offer a multidisciplinary
approach for studying and applying the Bible. Contributors: Gordon Fee, J. I. Packer, Craig Gay, Loren
Wilkinson, James Houston and Eugene Peterson.
Opening Scripture - Lisa M. Gordis 2003-01-15
"Opening Scripture provides a thorough and original account of ministerial and lay strategies for
interpreting Scripture in the Massachusetts Bay. Demonstrating an impressive command of the vast
literature and history of the period, Lisa Gordis moves deftly through discussions of major figures and
events. This is a significant intervention in the study of Puritan New England."—Sandra M. Gustafson,
University of Notre Dame What role did the Bible really play in Puritan New England? Many have treated it
as a blunt instrument used to cudgel dissenters into submission, but Lisa M. Gordis reveals instead that
Puritan readings of the Bible showed great complexity and literary sophistication—so much complexity, in
fact, that controversies over biblical interpretation threatened to tear Puritan society apart. Drawing on
Puritan preaching manuals and sermons as well as the texts of early religious controversies, Gordis argues
that Puritan ministers did not expect to impose their views on their congregations. Instead they believed
that interpretive consensus would emerge from the process of reading the Bible, with the Holy Spirit
assisting readers to understand God's will. Treating the conflict over Roger Williams, the Antinomian

The Life and Faith Field Guide for Parents - Joe Carter 2019-02-05
Learn How to Teach Your Kids the Skills They Need “Start children off on the way they should go, and even
when they are old they will not turn from it.” Proverbs 22:6 As a Christian parent, you want your children to
develop good character and godly wisdom. But how do you go beyond hoping and praying to teaching them
ethical knowledge, practical skills, and virtuous habits? This innovative guide provides practical, effective
ideas you can use to help your children build their faith and character in 50 ways, including... engaging
with the Bible and culture interacting with God and others making good decisions becoming better learners
managing conflict Once you grasp these concepts and discover how to teach them, you will be able to
successfully shape the character and worldview of your child or teenager.
Brokenness and Blessing - Frances M. Young 2007-09
Explores biblical spirituality and the challenging gifts of brokenness.
Family Worship - Donald S. Whitney 2016-01-14
Gathering together for worship is an indispensable part of your family’s spiritual life. It is a means for God
to reveal himself to you and your loved ones in a powerful way. This practical guide by Donald S. Whitney
will prove invaluable to families—with or without children in the home—as they practice God-glorifying,
Christ-exalting worship through Bible reading, prayer, and singing. Includes a discussion guide in the back
for small groups. Sign up for a free 5-day email course on family worship at
crossway.org/FamilyWorship101.
The Christian Advocate - 1914
Transformational Discipleship - Eric Geiger 2012-06
Compiles stories and wisdom from three church leaders about how to foster an environment where people
can grow in their Christian faith.
Exploring the Bible - David Murray 2018-09-28
God has given us an immeasurable gift--his very words, recorded in the Bible for us to read. Structured
reading plans provide a great way to read through the whole Bible, but they're usually not designed with
kids in mind. In Exploring the Bible: A Bible Reading Plan for Kids, David Murray presents a simplified way
to read the Bible by offering younger readers a plan tailored just for them. His 365-day plan guides children
through key passages from Genesis to Revelation, helping them see and appreciate the big-picture storyline
of the Bible. Each passage is also followed by a question to answer or a verse to write out, as well as space
to write out a prayer--encouraging interaction with the text. This book will instill in children the habit of
being in direct contact with God's Word each day, equipping the next generation by laying the groundwork
for a lifetime of Bible reading.
The Life of the Christ - Ernest DeWitt Burton 1912
The Jewish Study Bible - Adele Berlin 2004
This study Bible offers readers of the Hebrew Bible a resource that is specifically tailored to meet their
needs. It presents the centre of gravity of the Scriptures where Jews experience it.
Four Views on Christian Spirituality - Bruce A. Demarest 2012-05-08
How do Christians cultivate a vibrant and Christ-centered spirituality that's rooted in biblical clarity?
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Controversy, and the reluctant compromises of the Halfway Covenant as symptoms of a crisis that was as
much literary as it was social or spiritual, Opening Scripture explores the profound consequences of Puritan
negotiations over biblical interpretation for New England's literature and history.
The Tony Evans Bible Commentary - Tony Evans 2019-10-01
Tony Evans is one of the most influential church leaders of our time and has been studying and preaching
the Gospel for over 50 years. He is senior pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas, TX and founder of
The Urban Alternative, a ministry which promotes a kingdom agenda philosophy designed to enable people
to live all of life underneath the comprehensive rule of God. The Tony Evans Bible Commentary includes an
introduction to each Bible book followed by passage-by-passage exposition of the entire Bible by Dr. Tony
Evans. In addition, there is a special front matter section with introductory resources. The insights in this
commentary will help explain God’s Word in a fresh way. Applying these truths will empower readers to
have transformed lives that then transfer the values of the kingdom of God to others. The Tony Evans Bible
Commentary features the highly readable, highly reliable text of the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). The
CSB stays as literal as possible to the Bible's original meaning without sacrificing clarity, making it easier
to engage with Scripture's life-changing message and to share it with others.
The New Cambridge History of the Bible - John Riches 2015
This volume examines the development and use of the Bible from late Antiquity to the Reformation, tracing
both its geographical and its intellectual journeys from its homelands throughout the Middle East and
Mediterranean and into northern Europe. Richard Marsden and Ann Matter's volume provides a balanced
treatment of eastern and western biblical traditions, highlighting processes of transmission and modes of
exegesis among Roman and Orthodox Christians, Jews and Muslims and illuminating the role of the Bible in
medieval inter-religious dialogue. Translations into Ethiopic, Slavic, Armenian and Georgian vernaculars, as
well as Romance and Germanic, are treated in detail, along with the theme of allegorized spirituality and
established forms of glossing. The chapters take the study of Bible history beyond the cloisters of medieval
monasteries and ecclesiastical schools to consider the influence of biblical texts on vernacular poetry,
prose, drama, law and the visual arts of East and West"
Reading the Bible with the Founding Fathers - Daniel L. Dreisbach 2016-11-01
No book was more accessible or familiar to the American founders than the Bible, and no book was more
frequently alluded to or quoted from in the political discourse of the age. How and for what purposes did
the founding generation use the Bible? How did the Bible influence their political culture? Shedding new
light on some of the most familiar rhetoric of the founding era, Daniel Dreisbach analyzes the founders'
diverse use of scripture, ranging from the literary to the theological. He shows that they looked to the Bible
for insights on human nature, civic virtue, political authority, and the rights and duties of citizens, as well
as for political and legal models to emulate. They quoted scripture to authorize civil resistance, to invoke
divine blessings for righteous nations, and to provide the language of liberty that would be appropriated by
patriotic Americans. Reading the Bible with the Founding Fathers broaches the perennial question of
whether the American founding was, to some extent, informed by religious--specifically Christian--ideas. In
the sense that the founding generation were members of a biblically literate society that placed the Bible at
the center of culture and discourse, the answer to that question is clearly "yes." Ignoring the Bible's
influence on the founders, Dreisbach warns, produces a distorted image of the American political
experiment, and of the concept of self-government on which America is built.
Reading the Bible Again for the First Time - Marcus J. Borg 2002-02-05
One of the vital challenges facing thoughtful people today is how to read the Bible faithfully without
abandoning our sense of truth and history. Reading the Bible Again for the First Time provides a muchneeded solution to the problem of how to have a fully authentic yet contemporary understanding of the
scriptures. Many mistakenly believe there are no choices other than fundamentalism or simply rejecting the
Bible as something that can bring meaning to our lives. Answering this modern dilemma, acclaimed author
Marcus Borg reveals how it is possible to reconcile the Bible with both a scientific and critical way of
thinking and our deepest spiritual needs, leading to a contemporary yet grounded experience of the sacred
texts. This seminal book shows you how to read the Bible as it should be examined—in an approach the
author calls "historical-metaphorical." Borg explores what the Scriptures meant to the ancient communities

that produced and lived by them. He then helps us to discover the meaning of these stories, providing the
knowledge and perspective to make the wisdom of the Bible an essential part of our modern lives. The
author argues that the conventional way of seeing the Bible's origin, authority, and interpretation has
become unpersuasive to millions of people in our time, and that we need a fresh way of encountering the
Bible that takes the texts seriously but not literally, even as it takes seriously who we have become. Borg
traces his personal spiritual journey, describing for readers how he moved from an unquestioning childhood
belief in the biblical stories to a more powerful and dynamic relationship with the Bible as a sacred text
brimming with meaning and guidance. Using his own experience as an example, he reveals how the modern
crisis of faith is itself rooted in the misinterpretation of sacred texts as historical record and divine
dictation, and opens readers to a truer, more abundant perspective. This unique book invites
everyone—whatever one's religious background—to engage the Bible, wrestle with its meaning, explore its
mysteries, and understand its relevance. Borg shows us how to encounter the Bible in a fresh way that
rejects the limits of simple literalism and opens up rich possibilities for our lives.
Spiritual Reading - Angela Lou Harvey 2015-10-23
Reading Scripture is a spiritual practice at the very heart of the Christian faith. But how is it possible to
encounter God in reading the words of the Bible? Does reading the Christian Bible require a different
approach from how one may read other texts or writings? What is required of the spiritual reader to read
well? Seeking to answer such questions, Angela Lou Harvey provides a theological exploration of the idea
of "spiritual reading" in the context of the Western church today. Drawing upon insights of theologians such
as Karl Barth, Henri de Lubac, and Ellen F. Davis, the author suggests that the particulars of Christian
belief profoundly shape the distinctive practice of the spiritual reading of the Bible.
Reading the Bible with the Dead - John L. Thompson 2007-05-29
An exploration of overlooked sections of the Bible.
The Bible and Spirituality - Andrew T. Lincoln 2013-07-05
The essays in this volume aim to contribute to the newly developing academic subject of biblical spirituality.
It is prompted by the belief that, although the Christian tradition has always nurtured an emphasis on
spirituality rooted in the Bible and its interpretation, few biblical scholars, until recently, have pursued
their work by making connections with either this religious tradition or present-day interest in the broader
phenomenon of spirituality. Spiritual interpretation has overlaps with theological interpretation but is
distinctive because of its focus on the wisdom of lived experience and practice. The essays therefore
attempt, from within the context of the academy, responsible readings of Scripture that have as a major
focus the study of how particular texts might contribute to a spirituality in which individual and communal
flourishing is a major feature. The essays began as papers produced for an international symposium on the
Bible and Spirituality in May 2012, hosted by the Centre for the Study of the Bible and Spirituality in the
School of Humanities at the University of Gloucestershire.
Reading the Bible Again For the First Time - Marcus J. Borg 2009-10-13
One of the vital challenges facing thoughtful people today is how to read the Bible faithfully without
abandoning our sense of truth and history. Reading the Bible Again for the First Time provides a muchneeded solution to the problem of how to have a fully authentic yet contemporary understanding of the
scriptures. Many mistakenly believe there are no choices other than fundamentalism or simply rejecting the
Bible as something that can bring meaning to our lives. Answering this modern dilemma, acclaimed author
Marcus Borg reveals how it is possible to reconcile the Bible with both a scientific and critical way of
thinking and our deepest spiritual needs, leading to a contemporary yet grounded experience of the sacred
texts. This seminal book shows you how to read the Bible as it should be examined—in an approach the
author calls "historical-metaphorical." Borg explores what the Scriptures meant to the ancient communities
that produced and lived by them. He then helps us to discover the meaning of these stories, providing the
knowledge and perspective to make the wisdom of the Bible an essential part of our modern lives. The
author argues that the conventional way of seeing the Bible's origin, authority, and interpretation has
become unpersuasive to millions of people in our time, and that we need a fresh way of encountering the
Bible that takes the texts seriously but not literally, even as it takes seriously who we have become. Borg
traces his personal spiritual journey, describing for readers how he moved from an unquestioning childhood
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belief in the biblical stories to a more powerful and dynamic relationship with the Bible as a sacred text
brimming with meaning and guidance. Using his own experience as an example, he reveals how the modern
crisis of faith is itself rooted in the misinterpretation of sacred texts as historical record and divine
dictation, and opens readers to a truer, more abundant perspective. This unique book invites
everyone—whatever one's religious background—to engage the Bible, wrestle with its meaning, explore its
mysteries, and understand its relevance. Borg shows us how to encounter the Bible in a fresh way that
rejects the limits of simple literalism and opens up rich possibilities for our lives.
The Bible Recap - Tara-Leigh Cobble 2020-11-03
Have you ever closed your Bible and thought, What did I just read? Or maybe you have tried to read
through the Bible in a year, but quit when it felt confusing or impersonal. The Bible Recap is here to help.
Tara-Leigh Cobble, host of the popular Bible Recap podcast, walks readers through a one-year
chronological Bible reading plan and explains each day's passage in an easy-to-understand way.
Emphasizing how God's character can be seen throughout Scripture, the recaps are simple and short yet
deep enough to help you understand the hard parts and press into knowing God better. As Cobble says, The
primary role of Scripture is to show me who God is, and if I behold God, my life will naturally conform
around what I learn about him. The Bible Recap will not only help you understand the entire narrative of
the Bible, it will fortify your faith.
Life with God - Richard J. Foster 2010-05-04
Too often, our study of the Bible focuses on searching for specific information or some formula that will
solve our pressing needs of the moment. But what if we approached the Bible differently, and instead of
transforming the text to meet our needs, allowed it to transform us? That's exactly the idea behind Life with
God, Richard J. Foster's much-anticipated book on the Bible. Foster, bestselling author of Celebration of
Discipline and general editor of The RenovarÉ Spiritual Formation Bible, claims that God has
superintended the writing of Scripture so that it serves as the most reliable guide for Christian spiritual
formation. According to Foster, the Bible is all about human life "with God." As we read Scripture, we
should consider how exactly God is with us in each story and allow ourselves to be spiritually transformed.
By opening our whole selves—mind, body, spirit, thoughts, behavior, and will—to the page before us, we
begin to grasp all the Bible has to teach about prayer, obedience, compassion, virtue, and grace and apply
it to our everyday lives to achieve a deeper relationship with God. With a wealth of examples and simple yet
crucial insights, Life with God is an indispensable guide to approaching the Bible through the lens of
Christian spiritual formation, revealing that reading the Bible for interior transformation is a far different
endeavor than reading the Bible for historical knowledge, literary appreciation, or religious instruction.
The Ecclesiastical Review - 1909

Inductive Bible Study - Al Fuhr 2016-11-15
Inductive Bible Study provides a step-by-step approach to Bible study based on a three-part interpretive
framework--observation, interpretation, and application.
Christian Advocate - 1911
The Daily Bible Project Revelation - 1999-01-01
The final book of the Bible, Revelation prophesies the ultimate judgement of mankind in a series of
allegorical visions, grisly images and numerological predictions. According to these, empires will fall, the
"Beast" will be destroyed and Christ will rule a new Jerusalem. With an introduction by Will Self.
The Christian Educator's Handbook on Spiritual Formation - Kenneth O. Gangel 1998-02-01
Provides the help Christians need to understand and pursue spiritual growth.
Understanding the Bible as a Scripture in History, Culture, and Religion - James W. Watts 2021-04-26
UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE AS A SCRIPTURE IN HISTORY, CULTURE, AND RELIGION The Bible is a
popular subject of study and research, yet biblical studies gives little attention to the reason for its
popularity: its religious role as a scripture. Understanding the Bible as a Scripture in History, Culture, and
Religion integrates the history of the religious interpretation and ritual uses of biblical books into a survey
of their rhetoric, composition, and theology in their ancient contexts. Emphasizing insights from
comparative studies of different religious scriptures, it combines discussion of the Bible’s origins with its
cultural history into a coherent understanding of its past and present function as a scripture. A prominent
expert on biblical rhetoric and the ritualization of books, James W. Watts describes how Jews and Christians
ritualize the Bible by interpreting it, by expressing it in recitations, music, art, and film, and by venerating
the physical scroll and book. The first two sections of the book are organized around the Torah and the
Gospels—which have been the focus of Jewish and Christian ritualization of scriptures from ancient to
modern times—and treat the history of other biblical books in relation to these two central blocks of the
Hebrew Bible and New Testament. In addition to analyzing the semantic contents of all the Bible’s books as
persuasive rhetoric, Watts describes their ritualization in the iconic and expressive dimensions in the
centuries since they began to function as a scripture, as well as in their origins in ancient Judaism and
Christianity. The third section on the cultural history and scriptural function of modern bibles concludes by
discussing their influence today and the controversies they have fueled about history, science, race, and
gender. Innovative and insightful, Understanding the Bible as a Scripture in History, Culture, and Religion
is a groundbreaking introduction to the study of the Bible as a scripture, and an ideal textbook for courses
in biblical studies and comparative scripture studies.
Spiritual Disciplines within the Church - Donald S. Whitney 1996-09-10
'You're worth it.' 'You deserve a break today.' 'Do something nice for yourself.' Commonly heard phrases in
this society committed to self-gratification and individual rights. Doing things for other people is a waste of
precious time, and asking for help, weak. So how do we build the church described in the Scriptures? In
this day and age, how can we be a genuine community based on self-sacrifice and mutual commitment? In
Spiritual Disciplines Within the Church, seminary professor, author, and former pastor Don Whitney shows
us how to build a sense of community and be active participants instead of passive attendees. Whitney looks
at such frequently asked questions as: Why can't I get by on my own? Why should I go to church? Why
should I give of myself to the church? Why do I need to worship in church? Couldn't I just worship in
nature? Why does it matter whether I become a member of the church?Committed love must mark the local
expression of the body of Christ. By putting spiritual disciplines into practice in the church, congregations
can return to the depth of community present in the New Testament church, where they 'devoted
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.'
General History of the Christian Religion and Church - August Neander 1871

Biblical Spirituality - Huub Welzen 2017
The aim of this book is to establish biblical spirituality as an academic discipline. Therefore Huub Welzen
combines the achievements of exegesis and spirituality in order to find a hermeneutical foundation for
biblical spirituality. The first part of this book gives a short history of the way exegesis and spirituality
relate to each other. The comparison of some contemporary models for the organization of the different
approaches to Scripture delivers the hermeneutical foundation for the discipline of biblical spirituality. Its
basic metaphor is dialogue. All hermeneutical findings in this part are illustrated with examples. The
second part of the book focusses on a systematic search for spirituality in the New Testament. The third
part offers examples of the impact reading biblical texts can have on the spiritual life of its readers. In an
epilogue Welzen presents an exegetical autobiography, in which he shows how biblical spirituality meets
his original inspiration for the study of the Bible.
Reading the Bible Theologically - Darren Sarisky 2019-01-17
Examines what theological reading is, and how it shapes the interpretation of Biblical text through explicit
focus on the reader.
The Jewish herald and record of Christian effort for the spiritual good of God's ancient people [afterw.] The
Jewish missionary herald and record of the British society for the propagation of the gospel among the Jews
[afterw.] The Herald - International society for the evangelization of the Jews 1870

The Rise and Fall of the Bible - Timothy Beal 2011-02-16
A professor of religion offers an “engrossing and excellent” look at how the Good Book has changed—and
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changed the world—through the ages (Publishers Weekly, starred review). In a lively journey from early
Christianity to the present, this book explores how a box of handwritten scrolls became the Bible, and how
the multibillion-dollar business that has brought us Biblezines and Manga Bibles is selling down the Book’s
sacred capital. Showing us how a single official text was created from the proliferation of different scripts,
Timothy Beal traces its path as it became embraced as the word of God and the Book of books. Christianity
thrived for centuries without any Bible—there was no official canon of scriptures, much less a book big
enough to hold them all. Congregations used various collections of scrolls and codices. As the author
reveals, there is no “original” Bible, no single source text behind the thousands of different editions on the
market today. The farther we go back in the holy text’s history, the more versions we find. In calling for a
fresh understanding of the ways scriptures were used in the past, the author of Biblical Literacy offers the
chance to rediscover a Bible, and a faith, that is truer to its own history—not a book of answers, but a
library of questions.
Understanding Scripture - Robert P. Vande Kappelle 2020-12-16
The Bible is the single most important book in the history of Western civilization; it is also the most widely
misunderstood. To understand the Bible, we must consider its historical and literary context. Utilizing the
contributions of three disciplines—biblical introduction, biblical theology, and biblical interpretation,
Understanding Scripture sets the record straight. Intended as a handbook or study guide, this work
provides forty practical guidelines to make your reading of the Bible more useful and your understanding
clearer. The goal of this book is not simply to persuade you to read the Bible more frequently, but to
encourage you to read it with discernment. The forty concepts alluded to in the book’s subtitle are not
factual in nature, meaning they are little concerned with biblical information. Rather, they comprise
interpretive tools, “insider” techniques used by biblical scholars but widely unknown or ignored by average
readers or believers. Parabolic in nature, the forty statements are designed to promote conversation rather
than close or clinch an argument. This book is designed to keep you awake at night, romancing Scripture
rather than mastering it, nourishing your spirituality rather than gorging or starving it. Understanding
Scripture is useful for individual or group study. Each chapter concludes with questions suitable for
discussion or reflection.
Bible & Battlefield 7 Lessons from the Civil War for our Christian Faith Today - Amanda J. Lucas
2022-10-14
Bible and Battlefield: 7 Lessons from the Civil War for Our Christian Faith Today is a type of Bible study
that weaves history and biblical lessons together in a way that has not been done before. Bible and
Battlefield will guide readers and study groups through several topics ranging from how to handle difficult
people, what radical hospitality truly means, and having courage in life and leadership, all while connecting

them to people, places, and events in the Civil War.The Bible itself is filled with true stories about real
people and their experiences. The same can be said about the Civil War; it was about real people, real
experiences, and real issues. It is easily forgotten that those true events happened on the other side of the
sepia-tone photographs in the Library of Congress catalog. How quickly it is forgotten that the casualty
numbers listed in countless textbooks represent real people! It is even simpler to forget that the Bible is not
just a collection of unsubstantiated stories but is the real Word of God.History is not meant to be forgotten;
it is not meant to be glossed over. Neither are the stories in the Bible, especially when those stories and
lessons are difficult ones in this age of doing only what is comfortable. The Bible and history are ageless
and applicable to every generation, yesterday and today. Bible and Battlefield seeks to bring both history
and the Bible together in a way that deepens faith and applies that history in a manner that today's society
often believes it is not - real and relevant.
Reading While Black - Esau McCaulley 2020-09-01
Reading Scripture from the perspective of Black church tradition can help us connect with a rich faith
history and address the urgent issues of our times. Demonstrating an ongoing conversation between the
collective Black experience and the Bible, New Testament scholar Esau McCaulley shares a personal and
scholarly testament to the power and hope of Black biblical interpretation.
How to Read the Bible - Marc Zvi Brettler 2010-01-01
Master Bible scholar and teacher Marc Brettler argues that today's contemporary readers can only
understand the ancient Hebrew Scripture by knowing more about the culture that produced it. And so
Brettler unpacks the literary conventions, ideological assumptions, and historical conditions that inform the
biblical text and demonstrates how modern critical scholarship and archaeological discoveries shed light on
this fascinating and complex literature. Brettler surveys representative biblical texts from different genres
to illustrate how modern scholars have taught us to "read" these texts. Using the "historical-critical
method" long popular in academia, he guides us in reading the Bible as it was read in the biblical period,
independent of later religious norms and interpretive traditions. Understanding the Bible this way lets us
appreciate it as an interesting text that speaks in multiple voices on profound issues. This book is the first
"Jewishly sensitive" introduction to the historical-critical method. Unlike other introductory texts, the Bible
that this book speaks about is the Jewish one -- with the three-part TaNaKH arrangement, the sequence of
books found in modern printed Hebrew editions, and the chapter and verse enumerations used in most
modern Jewish versions of the Bible. In an afterword, the author discusses how the historical-critical
method can help contemporary Jews relate to the Bible as a religious text in a more meaningful way.
The One Year Chronological Bible NIV - Tyndale 2007-11-15
365 Scripture readings with biblical events in chronological order.
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